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Nature Center Expansion — It’s Open!

The new wing of the Nature Center is now open! On October 13" we
celebrated the ribbon cutting and official opening, followed by our busiest
Wildlife Weekend ever. Hundreds of visitors have already come by to see
our aquatic animals in their new homes and to explore the other new
exhibits.

When you enter the new building through the main entrance (now on the
upper level) you are greeted, front and center, by Snappy the Turtle in his
new 300 gallon home. Many visitors (and at least some of the staff) insist
that Snappy has displayed a big smile since making the move to his new
digs! Eight additional 100 gallon tanks, beautifully and accurately
decorated to be consistent with the Park’s natural environment, display
many of our other indigenous species of fish and amphibians.

Live Species Aquarium Array, sponsored in part by Strongwell and Don and Ginia Shaw!

Also found in the large main gallery on the upper floor is the Birders’ Forest, dedicated to the memory of Wallace
Coffey. Sixty different Park birds are exhibited through both taxidermy and cut-out representations, along with
relevant information about each species. Audio recordings allow visitors to listen to the songs, calls, and other
sounds of many of the birds in the exhibit.

Birders’ Forest, sponsored by Ben and Anne Cowan and The Wallace Coffey Memorial Fund

Continued on Next Page




Nature Center Expansion (continued)

By the time this newsletter is circulated, the Woodland Animals diorama
(also located in the main upstairs gallery) should be complete. In addition to
displaying many of the taxidermy specimens of the Park’s woodland animals
(including a recently acquired juvenile Black Bear), this exhibit incorporates

live terrestrial animals (such as snakes and lizards) that were already in our
collection. Woodland Diorama (to be completed),
sponsored by Joe and Sandy
Armstrong, Bill and Sonie Schermer,
and Robin and Margaret Feierabend

Upstairs, overlooking the lake and knobs (on what is now the back side of the
building) is the nearly complete Waterfowl Exhibit. When finished, this display
will feature our taxidermy specimens of ducks, geese and other waterfowl|
commonly found in the Park, flying overhead and swimming on a replica of the
Waterfow! Exhibit (tobe |ake. Descriptions of the specimens will help connect the artificial setting

leted, db . . . .
Comp? ed), S,ponsor_e Y indoors with the real scene as viewed through the large glass windows beyond.
The Friendship Family of

Dealerships

On the lower level, beneath the large curved stairway, is the Crawl-through Cave Exhibit, designed to be
consistent with the caves found within in the Park. Kids are encouraged to do a bit of “spelunking” and to
find specific cave features, fossils, and animal footprints. Judging from the activity during Wildlife
Weekend, this hands-on exhibit should prove to be one of the more popular exhibits with children, young
and old!

Crawl-through Cave Exhibit, sponsored by Rush and Lea Powers

The DeFriece-Wilson Classroom, on the lower level, is now complete and ready for use. Lab tables, cabinets
and educational equipment planned for the space will soon be in place. Final decisions about those items
will be made in the coming weeks by the Nature Center staff to assure that they have exactly what is
needed for the many activities that will be conducted in our new multipurpose room.

The DeFriece-Wilson Classroom was made possible through a generous donation from the Massengill-DeFriece Foundation

Continued on Next Page
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Nature Center Expansion: What’s Next?

Now that Phase | is nearly completed, we are moving forward with many
additional exhibits. Thanks to a generous contribution from the Blue Stocking
Club, work will soon begin on the interactive Geology Wall, across from the Cave,
downstairs. We hope to add a Giant Sloth skeleton next to the Cave early next
year. Meanwhile, we continue our efforts to raise funds for an interactive “Build
a Pond Community” ecology wall in the Children’s Discovery Room, a crawl-in
Beaver Lodge, a “Park After Dark” display, and a Native Plants exhibit.

This coming spring, we anticipate that City workers will begin renovation of the original building. When
renovation is complete, it will provide two additional gallery spaces, much needed additional work areas
for our staff, volunteers, and student researchers, as well as additional storage space.

Through the generous contributions of well over 200
individuals, organizations and businesses we have been
able to accomplish great things thus far. As we move
forward, we look forward to continued support that will
allow us to fulfill our vision of a wonderful Nature
Center that serves as the focus of environmental and

natural history education for the region.

Thanks to Our Many Members and Donors

Our campaign to raise funds to fill the new Nature Center began in the late spring of 2016. Since then, we have
raised almost two-thirds of our original goal of $426,000. In addition, our members have helped us maintain
our day to day activities in support of the Nature Center at Steele Creek Park. Many thanks to all those who
have contributed to Friends over the past 18 months through their memberships, donations, and pledges.

We couldn’t have accomplished all that we have without your support!

Oak (Champion) $25,000+
Massengill-DeFriece Foundation

Ben and Anne Cowan
Strongwell
The Blue Stocking Club

Our list of donors and members continues on the following pages.
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Thanks to Our Many Members and Donors (continued)

Maple (Benefactor) $10,000 - $24,999
Rush and Lea Powers

Friendship Family of Dealerships
Joe and Sandy Armstrong

Chestnut (Sponsor) 55,000 - 59,999
Wallace Coffey Memorial Fund

Bill and Sonie Schermer
Robin and Margaret Feierabend
Don and Ginia Shawl
Spike and Lisa Tickle

Hemlock (Patron) $2,500 - 54,999
AT&T Tennessee
Blue Ridge Garden Club
Bristol Herald Courier

Citizens Bank
Eastman Credit Union
Marvin and Marcia Gilliam
Carolyn Hanlon
Myers and Jan Massengill
Connie Mergel
Optimist Club of Bristol TN/VA
Doug and Carol Taylor
John and Karen Vann
Sarfraz and Audrey Zaidi

Poplar (Partner) 51,000 - $2,499
Donald Coffey
John and Brenda Fincher

Terry Forrest
Sharon and Powell Foster
Karen Quesenberry
Michael Rowell
Dale and Joneen Sargent
Speedway Children’s Charities

Our list of donors and members continues on the following pages.
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Thanks to Our 2016-17 Members and Donors (continued)

Pine (Supporter) $500 - $999
Bristol Bird Club
Curtis and Charlotte Burnette
Lois and Larry Clark
Rick and Diane Gentry
The Stacy Grayson Family
Nelson and Deborah Gwaltney
Edd Hill
Lucyann Jewell
Bill and Brenda Johnstone
Andy Jones & Michelle Leighty
Jon and Lisa Lundberg
Dian Mcllwain
Roger and Karen McSharry
Ron and Patricia Oliver
Bill and Karen Sorah

Magnolia (Contributor) $100 - $499
Betty and Gary Bailey
Brad and Debbie Beeson
Nell and Dan Bieger
James and Julie Bittinger
Joday and Bob Blevins
Stephanie Blevins
Ray and Andrea Bloomer
Jamey and Gretchen Bowling
Theresa Burriss
Austin and Eddythe Carr
Janet Coffey
Darrell and Judy Cole
J.B. and Pat Combs
John and Mary Connor
Kristen and James Cornett
Dr. and Mrs. Grat Correll
Joyce and Tom Cosby
Ron and Lois Crockett
Joan Crockett
Jennifer and Preston Deal
Bradley Deal
Steve and Pat Dixon
Kenneth H. Dubke
Stephen and Karyn Dundorf
Fairmount Garden Club
Kristin E. Feierabend

Magnolia (continued)

Scott and Janel Feierabend
Donna and Tom Felty
Donna Fleenor
David Fletcher
Frank Goodpasture lll
Dr. Thomas C. and Janice Greene
Ed and Linda Hagaman
Eddie Harkleroad
Ron and Joan Harrington
Shannon Hensley and Dennis Crouch
Lee and Lois Herndon Chapter, TOA
Susan S.Hollyday
Barbara Kingsolver and Steven Hopp
Ashlee Humphreys
Joseph and Genie Jackson
Ruth King
Richard and Isabelle Ladd
Elizabeth Ann and Timothy Landis
Susan and Jim Lapis
Ebitari Larsen
Sara and Klyne Lauderback
Jeff and Anita Levine
Gary and Tracy Lilly
David and Becky Luther
Ken Marion
George and Junella McClellan
Nancy McPeak
William Messerschmidt
Carl and Elliott Moore
Bob and Ellen Mueller
The Nature Conservancy
Han Chuan Ong
Mark Overbay
Tracy and Bill Pierce
Linda Roberts
Craig and Brennan Rockett
Nora Rockett
Frances Rowell
Joshua Rudd
Charlie Sams
Mary Lynn and H.D. Satterwhite
David and Anne Shumaker
Michele Sparks
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Thanks to Our 2016-17 Members and Donors (continued)

Magnolia (continued)

Michael and Karen Spear
Rodney and Shelby Taylor
John and Ann Tickle
Jill and Matt Turosz
Dr. Mark and Beth Webb
Wendy Weidner
Bill and Billie Whisnant
Clarence and Becky Wilkerson
Lura Williams
Douglas and Laraine Williams
Sherry and Steve Willinger
Gary and Jill Wishart

Holly (Friend) $1 -$99
David Johnson & Jean Alexander

Anonymous
Jack and Nancy Arnold
Evelyn and Bob Barrett
Louise Bennett
Linda Sue Borders
Roberta Boring
Brenda Bowman
Dr. and Mrs. William Bridgforth
Bristol TN Retired Teachers
BSA Troop #15
Jo Ann Cahill
Mrs. A. L. Carlsen
Delores Champagne
Alice and Robert Cheers
Cathy and Greg Clarity
Ruth and Mary Clark
Cam and Ben Collins
Patricia and Vincent Corvino
Greg and Stephenie Cousins
Sylvia Crum
Amanda Deere
Charlotte Duncan
Neal Feierabend
Anne R. Fleming
Dewey Fuller
GAAM Wealth Advisors
Scott and Joy Garland

Holly (continued)
Carole P. Gobert
Linda Gronski

Loraine Hale
Dr. Jon and Ramona Harr
Steve and Tracy Hawkins
Anne Haynes
Earl O. Henry, Jr.
Adrianne Hess
Anna Hess
Jacqueline Hinshaw
Tony and Beth Hobbs
Thomas Horsch
Martha Huber
Ambrea Johnson
Wendy Johnson
Kenn and Kimberly Kaufman
Parkis and Jennifer Kennedy
Richard Knight
Frances Lamberts
Nate Lancaster
Dale Marion
Allan Marshall
Thomas and Barbara Maryanski
Dr. Jeff and Jennifer McQueary
Bryan and Joyce Moore
Judy M. Moose
Anna Morgan
Steven Morton
Gloria and Ken Oster
Ellen, Bob and Charlie Parker
Dean and Doreen Read
Larry and Jo Anne Routledge
Steven and Cynthia Routledge
Helen Scott
Helen Sirett
Bob and Candy Sutherland
Ben Talley
H. Chip Thomas
Terri A. Thomas
Barbara and Challen Walling
Barbara and Ernest Williams
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Wildlife Weekend 2017

Wildlife Weekend 2017 was a stunning success. A record number of participants came out to enjoy the beautiful
weather, to see the new Nature Center, and to participate in the wide variety of activities available.

On Friday evening, winners of the WW Photography Contest were announced, and Jeremy Stout provided an
entertaining and informative presentation on the past, present and future of Steele Creek Park and its Nature Center.
Additional highlights of the weekend included a bird banding demonstration by Richard Lewis and Rack Cross, a Red-
tailed Hawk demonstration provided by Bays Mountain volunteer Frank Read, a display of fossils by J.R. Arnold of the
Clyde Austin 4-H Center, displays of insects and animal skins, and ever-popular fossil casting hosted by Mick Whitelaw
and other volunteers from ETSU’s Center of Excellence in Paleontology. Discovery walks on Saturday focused on birds,
snakes, salamanders, “creep-crawly” arthropods, and mushrooms and fall wildflowers. Entries in the Photography Show
were on display throughout the event.

For a better “picture” of all the excitement of our 20th Annual Wildlife Weekend, see the images below!
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2017 Wildlife Weekend Photography Contest Winners

This year’s Wildlife Weekend Photography Contest and Show once again included many wonderful entries in both

the adult and youth divisions. With thanks to all of the participating photographers, and to our outstanding
judges (Earl Neikirk of the Bristol Herald Courier and Chris Duncan of Chris Duncan Photography), here are the
first, second, and third place entries in both divisions.

All of the winning entries, including the Honorable Mention selections, can be seen our website.

“Double Trouble” by Pam Conley
Adult — First Place

“Less Traveled” by Mary Annette
Adult — Second Place

“Snack Time” by Pam Conley
Adult — Third Place

“Annoyed” by Brice Lay
Youth — First Place

“Tiger Lily” by Leah Gunn
Youth — Second Place

“Soft” by Sophia Detrick
Youth —Third Place

You can keep up with what’s going on at the Park and with Friends by liking us on Facebook
(FriendsOfSteeleCreekPark) or by following our webpage at https://www.friendsofsteelecreek.org.

We appreciate feedback about our communication. Let us know if you find these newsletters interesting and/or useful.

If you have suggestions for topics to be covered, or other formats that we could use, let us know by e-mail at

mail@friendsofsteelecreek.org.

If you prefer to not receive these newsletters, simply let us know at mail@friendsofsteelecreek.org.
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